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Abstract 

In official statements, the Chinese government consistently emphasizes the 

importance of education in nurturing students’ acceptance of official initiatives 

and national identity. Meanwhile, ideological-political education (IPE) is a 

mandatory course for Chinese students in higher education, playing a crucial 

role in fostering their citizenship, morality, and values. With the announcement 

of a series of new official catchwords, including the Chinese Dream and 

Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation, education is expected to incorporate these 

catchwords and implement them across all levels, including universities. This 

study provides an overview and analysis of IPE and its role in initiating, 

demonstrating, and discussing these official catchwords in classrooms. Through 

analyzing official documents, statements, and reports concerning IPE, the article 

argues that IPE is responsible for promoting official catchwords as standards 

that guarantee political and social stability, forming the foundation of students’ 

sense of identity and values. This reinforces the perceived legitimacy of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) and justifies support for domestic and foreign 

policies among students. Under the ever-changing domestic and international 

context, IPE will be further reinforced for political agendas. 
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Introduction 

In China, there is a distinctive term that Chinese people hear constantly: “Socialism With 

Chinese Characteristics.”2 It appears in many contexts, including politics, the economy, social 

policy, and education (Beeson, 2018; Peters, 2017; Vickers, 2009). “With Chinese Characteristics” 

is a broad term that encompasses a wide range of, often ambiguous, definitions and special 

practices unique to the Chinese context. In the field of education, terms from Western contexts, 

such as “civic education” and “citizenship education,” are not often used by Chinese 

policymakers. Instead, the Chinese government creates special terms and practices that align 

with “Chinese Characteristics.” This article begins by providing key background information 

on concepts unique to China: ideological-political education (hereafter referred to as “IPE”) 

and the ubiquitous official political catchwords—the Chinese Dream3 and Rejuvenation of the 
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Chinese Nation 4 . In general, IPE is a compulsory subject throughout Chinese students’ 

academic lives, from primary school to university, which implies that it has a consistent and 

enduring influence on Chinese students. IPE is also referred to by different names depending 

on the educational level: Morality and the Rule of Law in compulsory education, Politics or 

political education at the secondary school level, and IPE at the university level. In this article, 

I focus on IPE in higher education. IPE is a compulsory course for all Chinese students in 

China’s higher education system, and students must attend and pass all of their IPE courses 

to be awarded their degree. The main purpose of IPE shares some broad similarities with the 

aims of citizenship education programmes in Western countries: to cultivate students’ legal 

awareness, values, morality, and even ideology (Osler, 2011; Starkey, 2012; Tse, 2007). IPE and 

its associated subjects serve as the primary vehicle for delivering official information to 

students. 

The Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation is one of the most widespread catchwords in Chinese 

society, initially announced at the 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China in 

2002. With its development and further emphasis by the Chinese government, the concept of 

the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation has evolved since 2012 under Xi Jinping’s presidency. 

The Chinese Dream was introduced and expanded as a new connotation of the Rejuvenation 

of the Chinese Nation (Garrick & Bennett, 2018). Under Xi’s leadership, traditional IPE has 

been endowed with significant geopolitical functions and purposes to serve national interests. 

This article explores how the Chinese government sets up the IPE and regulates it to serve its 

political agenda. The literature review provides the overall background of IPE and its current 

status quo in China. Also, this article introduces the background on the Chinese Dream and 

Rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and its political tone in Chinese society. The following 

section analyzes how the Chinese government regulates IPE and its purpose in serving 

national interest, then the author discusses its political aims and its issues within these official 

expectations and further implications for future research. 

Context of Ideological-Political Education 

When it comes to the fundamental objective of IPE, the Chinese government has provided 

numerous descriptions, such as “education for the successor of socialism”, “socialist 

patriotism”, and “education for socialism with Chinese Characteristics”. Meanwhile, the 

Social Science Research and Ideological-political Work Department of the Ministry of 

Education (MoE) in China lists an official definition for IPE: 

Ideological-political education means a certain social class (the party) transmits political 

ideas, political thoughts, and moral norms to the whole of society members and party 

members, which makes social members generate social practice activities conforming to 

social demands and morality (Qiu & Zhang, 1999, p. 6). 

To interpret the quote above, the purpose of IPE has several key elements. Firstly, the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) leads the IPE permanently. Secondly, ideology, political 

thoughts, and moral norms are also announced by the CPC. Thirdly, the IPE makes sure all 

members of society, not just party members, abide by principles, norms, and ideologies 

initiated by the CPC. In practice, IPE is set up as a mandatory course throughout all levels of 

education in China, and students take the courses from primary schools to universities, and 

even as further employment training in governmental departments and state-owned 
_____________ 
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enterprises (Li et al., 2004; Pieke, 2009; Zhao et al., 2018). In the Chinese context, the terms 

ideological education, political education, and ideological-political are all identical in meaning.  

Since IPE is a form of education, the MoE has the primary power and responsibility for 

regulating IPE and its curriculum, practice, and assessment. This responsibility is shared with 

local education departments and councils. In addition, there are some other special 

departments and offices overtly involved in the IPE agenda. These belong to CPC organs and 

include the Publicity Department of the CPC5, the Organisation Department of the CPC6, and 

the General Office of the CPC7 (Ministry of Education, 2005; The General Office of the Central 

Committee of the Communist Party of China and the General Office of the State Council, 2015). 

Those party organs often join publicly with the MoE and other governmental sectors in 

policymaking, investigation, and assessment of IPE. For example, they had an intensive 

involvement in the current IPE curriculum (Brady, 2017; Dynon, 2008). The figure below 

demonstrates how CPC and its system dominate and lead IPE: 

 

Figure 1. Connection between CPC and IPE 

A special department in each university is responsible for delivering mandatory IPE sessions 

to undergraduate students. It is called the Marxism Institute, School of Marxism, or 

Ideological-political department/office (Hereafter referred to as “Marxism Institute”). All 
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higher education institutes in mainland China now have a Marxism institute to design 

teaching plans, schedule teaching staff, deliver IPE sessions, and process assessments (Peking 

University, 2020). Staff from other departments at the university may join in the IPE teaching, 

but IPE is mainly led by the Marxism Institute. Generally, Marxism institutes have three key 

missions: 1) IPE teaching, 2) construction of Marxist theory, 3) IPE teacher training programme. 

Together, these make the Marxism Institute a monolithic mechanism for the theory, practice, 

and training of IPE (Bai et al., 2010; Ware, 2013).  

In official documents and the Constitution of China, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is 

guided by Marxism and socialism as a socialist country (Communist Party of China, 2017), 

and the Marxism Institute implements this at the university. Its fundamental principles - “led 

by Marxism in the Marxism Institute, speak Marxism in the Marxism Institute” (Ma Yuan Xing 

Ma, Zai Ma Yan Ma) and “Speaking for the party”8 (Xing Dang) (People’s Daily, 2018), declare 

its intrinsic connection to politics and the political agenda. To fulfill its stated role, all staff of 

the Marxism Institute must be members of the CPC. The Marxism Institute is the only 

department within the university that makes CPC membership a mandatory requirement for 

members of staff. Given that all staff have CPC membership, there is no challenge to the 

Marxist theories that are the basis for the department in principle. The personnel at the 

Marxism institute can have two roles: IPE teacher or university counselor. IPE teachers are 

mainly responsible for teaching and research, similar to other members of the teaching staff, 

and university counselors are responsible for dealing with students’ thoughts and ideology 

outside of the classroom, including political attitudes, management of public opinion, mental 

health, and other ideological missions on students when they are on campus. Together, the 

two positions form a general system to supervise and guide students’ ideology in and outside 

the IPE class at the university (Liu, 2009; Pan, 2007). 

Chinese Dream of Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation 

In current Chinese society, numerous catchwords are publicised, such as Xi Jinping Thought 

on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in a New Era9, Common Prosperity10, A Community 

with a Shared Future for Mankind 11 , and Core Socialist Values 12 . Among these, the 

Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation is the most influential catchword for Chinese citizens. 

Chinese leadership consistently emphasizes it in official speeches and statements. Notably, the 

Chinese Dream has been closely associated with the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation since 

Xi’s presidency. 

The concept of the Chinese Dream had already emerged in the early 2000s, encapsulated in 

the Olympic slogan “One World, One Dream” and remarkable economic development since 

2000 (Feng, 2015; Yang, 2016). The current leadership further infused this grand vision and 

optimism with grandeur through his proposed “Chinese Dream of Rejuvenation of the 

Chinese Nation,” in which Chinese officials described as Xi’s key conceptual innovation in 

numerous international affairs (Xi, 2014b). In 2012, shortly after Xi was inaugurated as General 

Secretary of the CPC, he introduced the new rhetoric of the “Chinese Dream,” which 

corresponds with the Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese nation during his visit to an exhibition 

_____________ 
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in Beijing titled “The Road to Revival” (Xi, 2012). In 2013, he called on young people “to dare 

to dream, be brave in pursuing their dreams, work diligently to realise those dreams, and 

contribute to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”(Xi, 2013a). Since then, Xi has used 

this term in various speeches, and it has become a widespread catchword in media, policies, 

and academic catalogues, which often focus on the “Chineseness of the dream” in relation to 

other dreams like the American Dream (Callahan, 2017; Wang, 2014). 

At the international academic symposium “Chinese Dream: Modern Social Changes and the 

Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation” held by the government in 2013, scholars participating 

observed that Xi Jinping’s Chinese Dream “condenses and develops the spirit of the 18th 

National Congress of the CPC, representing a contemporary philosophical subject with world 

significance that relates to the direction of China’s future” (Deng & Ma, 2013). Although the 

terms “Chinese Dream” and “Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation” had previously been used 

by academics and politicians, Xi’s new interpretation of the Chinese Dream as a symbol of the 

Rejuvenation of the Chinese nation places China in a new phase of modernisation and 

development that is closely tied to Xi himself (Peters, 2017). Previously, the Rejuvenation of 

the Chinese Nation was commonly used to refer to China’s integration into the world and its 

modernisation after the century of humiliation, in conjunction with Deng Xiaoping’s economic 

reforms (Shi, 2014). Since 2013, the usage of the Chinese Dream has skyrocketed and has 

become increasingly associated with Xi and a more assertively re-establishing China’s rightful 

place in the world (Brown, 2018; Whyte, 2021). In general, definitions of the Chinese Dream 

and the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation are almost identical. The key purpose of the 

Chinese Dream is achieving the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation, and the Rejuvenation of 

the Chinese Nation is essentially the Chinese Dream. Under these circumstances, the official 

statement created a new catchword—the Chinese Dream of Rejuvenation of the Chinese 

Nation in late 2012 (Xi, 2014b). 

The narrative surrounding the Chinese Dream, particularly in relation to the rejuvenation of 

the Chinese nation, increasingly references China’s millennia-long history, rather than solely 

focusing on the modern history of the PRC (The Economist, 2013). These key terms and 

phrases aim to establish a discourse suggesting that the Chinese government is capable of 

restoring China to its rightful place in the world, positioning it as a superpower capable of 

challenging the United States (Kallio, 2015). Once this discourse is established, the foreseeable 

future is shaped by this vision. However, the Chinese Dream remains ambiguously defined, 

often described as a “plastic term” that allows for multiple interpretations of its meaning. As 

with any dream or ideal, its interpretation ultimately depends on the observer’s perspective, 

making it a contested concept (Ferdinand, 2016). For example, the Chinese Dream has been 

understood in a variety of ways, including as a Chinese version of the American Dream, a 

symbol of China’s achievement of sustainable development, a form of national renewal 

through military and cultural rejuvenation, or as an individual aspiration for liberalism and 

constitutionalism (Liu, 2012; Wang, 2010). Despite the term’s inherent vagueness, aspirational 

quality, and open-ended nature—which makes it both attractive and subject to critique—a 

careful analysis of Xi Jinping’s speeches reveals a degree of coherence and specificity within 

the concept (Xi, 2013b, 2014a). Moreover, it appears that the content of the Chinese Dream is 

primarily dictated from the top down, rather than emerging organically from the populace or 

evolving as a collective memory, resulting in a more concise and unified narrative. 
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The Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation has both domestic and international implications. 

Domestically, it targets the Chinese people, many of whom have personally experienced the 

transformation since the 1980s. The narrative offers them patriotic hope for the future and 

provides a grand framework for understanding national order and developmental trajectories 

in times of uncertainty (Kerr, 2016). This narrative plays a crucial role in stimulating patriotic 

and nationalist sentiments among the Chinese population. Many Chinese citizens may not 

possess an in-depth understanding of their historical past, often leaning towards the narrative 

of the “century of humiliation.” This narrative suggests that under the leadership of the CPC, 

China will reclaim its position on the global stage, thus legitimizing the country’s 

uninterrupted history spanning five thousand years (Carrai, 2021; Wu et al., 2021). Such a 

narrative not only energizes the domestic modernization process but also resonates 

emotionally with the Chinese populace by promising national development, prosperity, and 

international recognition. Simultaneously, it appeals to the international audience by 

constructing a historical and developmental model distinct from that of the West, thus 

advancing China’s process of internationalization (Mayer, 2018). As Xi Jinping stated, the 

Chinese Dream “not only benefits the Chinese people but also benefits the people of the world” 

(Xi, 2014a). In this regard, the narrative is also aimed at international audiences who, like the 

Chinese, are witnesses to China’s rapid transformation and may feel uncertain or uneasy about 

such changes. The Chinese Dream thus serves to craft a reassuring narrative in which China, 

as an increasingly influential global power, plays an ever more significant role. 

Method 

This paper draws on data collected by the author as part of his doctoral research (Tong, 2022). 

Thematic analysis was first employed to identify and categorize the ways in which the official 

context is constructed across policy and institutional texts. Discourse analysis supplemented 

this by examining how language choices, rhetorical strategies, and intertextual references 

work to reproduce and reinforce the Party’s core narratives, to trace how meaning is encoded, 

and to assess consistency across multiple genres of official documentation. 

The principal sources for analysis include policy directives and legal texts issued by both 

central and local government—such as, Education Law of the People’s Republic of China13, The 

Outline of China’s National Plan for Medium and Long-term Education Reform and Development 

(2010-2020)14, Speech of Xi Jinping in the Ideological-political Education Teacher Conference15, and 

Regulation on Ideological-political Education Training in New Era16. University-level materials (e.g., 

official conference memoranda and training handbooks) were also examined to trace how top-

down narratives are adapted for classroom implementation. Together, these document types 

form a coherent corpus through which the study explores the motivations and mechanisms by 

which the Chinese government leverages IPE to consolidate its leading position in the 

ideological domain. 

_____________ 
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Findings 

Particularities of IPE 

The Education Law of PRC legislates for the mandatory implementation of the Chinese Dream 

throughout education, including what concepts and knowledge students need to gain from 

their study of them:  

Education is the foundation of socialist modernization. It plays a decisive role in 

improving the overall quality of the people, promoting the all-round development 

of individuals, enhancing the innovation and creativity of the Chinese nation, and 

realising the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation (Ministry of Education, 2021). 

In China, all students, regardless of whether they attend public or private universities, 

including Sino-foreign cooperative institutions such as Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University 

and the University of Nottingham Ningbo, are required to take IPE courses, though these 

courses may be referred to by different names, such as Chinese Culture or Liberal Studies. 

Furthermore, in undergraduate programmes across mainland China, universities uniformly 

use textbooks for IPE that are designed and supplied by the Ministry of Education (MoE). The 

current IPE textbooks are published by the Higher Education Press 17 , an MoE-affiliated 

publishing house. This press holds exclusive rights from the central government to publish 

official textbooks for higher education, including those for IPE. Other publishers are permitted 

only to produce auxiliary materials, not official textbooks. Upon receiving these textbooks, 

universities develop detailed teaching plans to align classroom instruction with the prescribed 

content. In effect, the central government holds ultimate authority over the content and 

structure of IPE textbooks. 

Intensive Attention from the Central Leadership 

The IPE programme receives more scrutiny from central leadership than any other university 

course. The writing of IPE textbooks is the responsibility of two committees: the expert 

committee and the advisory committee. The membership of the two committees is listed in the 

front of all IPE textbooks. IPE has four mandatory modules, and each textbook has its own 

dedicated expert committee. Meanwhile, the advisory committee also has an important role 

to check and provide advice about the textbook manuscripts before final publication. The full 

name of the advisory committee is “Advisory Committee of Marxist Theory Research and 

Development Project”. Interestingly, one of their members, Wang Huning, is a current member 

of the “Politburo Standing Committee of the CPC” (hereafter referred to as “PSC”). Wang is 

thought of as one of the significant drafters of sophisticated official political ideologies under 

three administrations: “Three Represents”, “Scientific Development Concept”, and “Chinese 

Dream” (Patapan & Wang, 2018), and these have already been added to the Constitution of 

the PRC and the Constitution of the CPC. The incumbent president also gave significant 

attention to IPE, providing specific guidance and advice 18  (Li, 2012). Considerably more 

involved than his predecessors, Xi attended and gave speeches at several academic and 

political events about IPE and ideological work, making clear his suggestions and wishes for 

IPE teachers. By his attendance, he raised the importance and significance of the role of IPE in 

_____________ 
17 高等教育出版社 
18 亲自批示 
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China’s higher education. One of the official press agency, Xinhua Agent, set up a special 

column for Xi’s comments towards IPE: 

1. To make IPE successful, the most fundamental issue is comprehensively carrying 

out educational policy by CPC. Also, we should choose what person we intend to 

cultivate, how we cultivate, for whom we cultivate, which is the fundamental 

questions we should think; 

2. It is crucial to set up ideological-political education from primary school, high 

school to university, which is a step-by-step and spiral path to cultivate socialism’s 

successors and constructors, generation after generation; 

3. The functions of IPE are irreplaceable, and the IPE teacher has enormous 

responsibilities; (Xinhua News Agent, 2019) 

Every one or two years, the MoE issued a new edition of the IPE textbooks, which were 

commonly used in all universities from the academic year beginning in September. For 

example, after commencing the new 2018-2019 academic year, some teachers started to use the 

new textbooks in their classrooms and final examinations, and IPE teachers pointed out the 

remarkable changes in the textbook and their significance. By simply checking the table of 

contents of the latest 2018 edition of the IPE textbooks, the contents of the Chinese Dream and 

other materials about President Xi and his new political ideas have been updated and 

expanded. Throughout the four IPE modules, the Chinese Dream and other catchwords are 

updated and illustrated in the textbooks in multiple ways, following the focus of the different 

module themes. 

Involvement of Several Agencies 

As well as receiving approval from the central leadership and president, the IPE textbooks are 

also subject to advice from other political and official bodies. Most of the members in the 

advisory committee for IPE textbooks are current or former senior officials and politicians 

from various governmental departments and party organs, professional economists, theorists, 

scientists, and jurists. The following official departments and organs are represented: 

1. Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) of the ethnic and 

religious affairs committee; 

2. Development Research Center of the State Council 

3. People’s Daily 

4. Chief justice 

5. Central Publicity Department of CPC; 

6. General, lieutenant general, major general from army, air force, and navy; 

7. National People’s Congress (NPC) 

8. Ministry of Culture and Tourism 

9. China Film Administration 

10. General Office of CPC 

11. Central Policy Research Office 

12. Party History Research Center of the CPC Central Committee 

13. Party School of the CPC Central Committee 

14. Qiushi Magazine19 

15. Central Compilation and Translation Bureau 

_____________ 
19 Qiushi is the Communist party leading theoretical journal.  
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Almost every single influential governmental department and party organ in China, including 

the military, is comprehensively represented. No other educational textbooks in higher 

education get such massive attention from multiple official departments in China. All 

members of the advisory committee can influence the orientation of the IPE textbooks and 

promote the interests of the official department that they represent since they scrutinise the 

textbooks’ manuscripts in a way that is unique within Chinese higher education. 

Ideological and Political Theories Teaching in all Courses20 

One of the important changes adopted about the idea of teaching values is called: Ideological 

and Political Theories Teaching in all Courses (hereafter referred to as “IPTT”). The IPTT is a 

new concept to further reinforce the impacts of IPE in higher education. The initial concept 

was first put forward by the Shanghai municipal education commission in 2014. In the 

beginning, this concept from a local authority did not get much attention from the central 

government. However, this changed in 2016, and IPTT started to draw attention from the 

central government and IPE academic scholars after President Xi attended an IPE conference 

and gave his speeches about IPTT. Officially, IPTT is defined as the ambition that all personnel 

and all courses at university should incorporate elements of IPE in order to create a synthetical 

function for ideological education as the inevitable choice (Gao & Zong, 2017). Moreover, IPTT 

proposes that all forms of education should contribute to forming students’ ideas and values 

(Qiu, 2017). In other words, ideological-political contents would not only exist in IPE but also 

in all courses at university which have an ideological and political purpose, such as 

professional courses, general life-skills courses, and other didactical activities which may not 

have had a significant or overt connection with IPE or ideology before.  

Those politically sanctioned catchwords, including the Chinese Dream, have been extensively 

introduced into all courses in higher education. Also, there are a great number of articles that 

have discussed the Chinese Dream and its application in various subjects at higher education 

institutes by IPTT, such as the Chinese Dream and additional enrichment courses and other 

teaching practices (Zhang, 2022). Overall, all education subjects have attempted to include the 

contents of IPE already for a political purpose (Wang et al., 2016). IPE teachers could not refuse 

invitations to those events even though they were busy doing their IPE teaching, but there are 

more ideological implications and meanings inside IPTT.  

Marxist Theory Research and Development Project 

In April 2004, the General Office of the Central Committee of the CPC issued “Advice about 

Further Prosper and Develop Philosophy and Social Science”, which set up the Marxist Theory 

Research and Development Project (The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, 

2004), whose main purpose was to encourage research projects on Marxist philosophy and its 

practices. Regulations from the General Office of the CPC Central Committee set out the 

mission of the Marxist Theory Research and Development Project in detail. A necessary part of this 

mission is designing and editing official textbooks on social science, including IPE, Marxist 

theory, philosophy, political science, law, sociology, economy, literature, history, journalism, 

education, management, art, and so on. By the end of June 2019, a total of 97 textbooks and 

_____________ 
20 课程思政 
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reference books had been published, and IPE textbooks were also funded by this project. After 

checking a summary of those published books, there were quite a few new books launched 

between 2004 and 2018, with 30 books in total, but this trend experienced a significant shift 

after 2018. There were 36 new books launched for higher education programmes in 2018, and 

31 new books were launched in the first six months of 2019. The project not only produces 

textbooks for IPE or the Marxism Institute but also sponsors various mandatory textbooks for 

multiple majors in higher education. 

Due to the new, more ideologically oriented textbooks replacing previous textbooks in 

multiple majors in higher education institutes, those catchwords, including the Chinese Dream, 

have bloomed in various courses both inside and outside IPE. This can be regarded as the 

result of a series of reactions within education towards decisions from the top of the central 

leadership. This massive and influential transmission model originates from the central 

leadership: the educational institutes receive the official materials, which they then implement 

and examine in their teaching and testing of students. All of these efforts deeply mark the 

political slogans, including the Chinese Dream, into students’ minds. 

Advice on Reform and Innovation toward Ideological and Political Education in New Era 

In August 2019, the General Office of CPC and the State Council jointly issued a new policy 

notice called Advice on Reform and Innovation toward Ideological and Political Education in New 

Era21 (hereafter referred to as “Advice New Era”). The Advice New Era lists twenty pieces of 

advice about IPE, and there are some marked mentions of the reinforcement of IPE and the 

significance for the Chinese Dream of Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation in IPE: 

1. IPE cannot be weakened, only enhanced; 

2. IPE should serve CPC governance; 

3. CPC must lead the IPE overall; 

4. IPE should carry out education in socialism with Chinese characteristics and Chinese 

Dream; 

5. The establishment of IPE at Independent institutes and Sino-foreign universities is 

comparatively incomplete; 

6. All other courses should enhance their co-operations with IPE; 

7. IPE should cultivate a new generation capable of shouldering the mission of national 

rejuvenation; 

(Advice on Reform and Innovation toward Ideological and Political Education in New Era, 2019) 

Particularly, the Advice New Era stresses the absence of Chinese Dreams in school education 

and social education. The Advice New Era then sets up some requests that the Chinese Dream 

of Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation should run through the whole process of national 

education for students. Especially, the Advice New Era details regulations for introducing the 

Chinese Dream in both IPE and all levels of education: 

“Chinese Dream education should be systemically set up based on various 

conditions in primary school, secondary school, and university.” (Advice on Reform 

and Innovation toward Ideological and Political Education in New Era, 2019). 

_____________ 
21 《关于深化新时代学校思想政治理论课改革创新的若干意见》 
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A series of preferential attention from the central leadership, comprehensive involvement of 

administrative bodies, theories, concepts, confidential documents, and specified actions point 

out the crucial role of IPE in education. Values/ideologies competitions and Chinese Dreams 

promotion also push IPE to make changes to fit the new circumstances in the “New Era”. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Since 2012, the Chinese government has undertaken numerous significant initiatives to elevate 

the profile and influence of Xi Jinping’s Thought, including the Chinese Dream, within 

Chinese higher education. Several key actions, such as the president’s heightened attention to 

ideological education, the establishment of the Ideological and Political Theory Teaching 

(IPTT) framework, the Marxist Theory Research and Development Project, and new official 

guidance for Ideological and Political Education (IPE), are outlined in the findings section. 

These actions reflect the party’s leadership concerns and expectations, demonstrating a clear 

strategy aimed at strengthening the dominance and management of ideology and ideological 

education in Chinese higher education institutions under the CPC’s rule. On the surface, these 

measures signal the new CPC leadership’s focus on enhancing its political leadership over the 

educational system (Lu, 2017). However, the concepts of “Western hostile forces,” “bourgeois 

liberalization,” and “peaceful evolution,” while emphasized by the current leadership, are not 

new. These terms have been present in official documents for decades (Ren, 2012). Some 

scholars argue that the current leadership is seeking to amplify its political power and 

ideological management over both party members and the general public (Economy, 2018; 

Mattingly, 2019). Nevertheless, the personal ambitions of the leadership are not the sole 

drivers of these significant shifts, particularly in the realm of higher education. Over the past 

decade, the Chinese government has faced numerous challenges, including economic 

slowdown, social inequality, environmental degradation, corruption, and class stratification. 

In this context, the Chinese Dream, the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and other newly 

coined political slogans can be understood as strategic maneuvers to emphasize the current 

leadership’s significance, marking a departure from previous administrations through 

innovation and new political narratives. In reality, the central government’s focus remains on 

maintaining economic development, fostering social change, and ensuring political stability—

goals that have always been central to the government’s agenda. 

At the same time, Chinese leadership and scholars assert that a rising China is presenting a 

new governance model distinct from the Western liberal system, both economically and 

politically. This model is seen as challenging the current dominant system of Anglo-Saxon 

capitalism established by the Western world (Horesh & Lim, 2017; Zhao, 2017), leading to 

numerous disputes and confrontations. Specific instances of this competition between the two 

models include the US-China trade war and diplomatic issues such as the Meng Wanzhou 

case (Huawei CFO being barred from leaving Canada). The ruling party is acutely aware of 

the need to maintain stability and dominance within Chinese society to address increasing 

international challenges. In the context of higher education, stability remains a central concern 

for the government, particularly in light of the student movements of the late 1980s. Through 

a range of actions, the government seeks to maintain leadership over higher education, 

extending from central policies to the experiences of individual students. To ensure the 

continued dominance of the CPC, Xi Jinping is not the only leader to have implemented 
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stringent policies; Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao also adopted far-reaching measures to 

strengthen the party’s leadership within higher education during their administrations. 

However, their focus was primarily on internal party leadership and its members (Brown, 

2012; Wong, 2005). In contrast, the current central leadership aims to extend its influence 

across broader Chinese society, with education serving as a key instrument to achieve this goal. 

The comprehensive updates to the Ideological and Political Education (IPE) textbooks in 2018-

2019, aligning with President Xi’s policies and political ideologies, suggest that the Chinese 

government is intent on reinforcing its ideological leadership and influence over university 

students. This is seen as crucial for ensuring the successful implementation of official policies. 

Moreover, the government is confronting a range of social challenges, including sub-

replacement fertility, an aging population, economic downturns, and graduate employment 

issues (Gao & Wang, 2025; Piotrowski & Tong, 2016). As a result, securing student 

understanding and support has become a key priority on the government’s agenda, with 

higher education institutions playing a central role in this effort (Lu, 2017). 

In China, two coexisting systems of management govern higher education: the administrative 

system and the party system. The “principle of accountability under the leadership of the Party 

committee” is the predominant leadership structure within Chinese higher education, with 

the Party committee holding ultimate authority in making major decisions at universities 

(Zhao, 2011). As a result, education authorities must align with the “decisions of the Party.” In 

order to regulate the dissemination of official knowledge and ideology (Apple, 2018; Apple, 

1993), the Chinese government monitors and updates the IPE curriculum, introducing new 

ideas and content to serve as educational tools within China. 

Regarding the compilation of IPE textbooks, there is significant involvement and consultation 

from various official departments to ensure the textbooks align with and advance political 

agendas. Due to its close ties to the political landscape in China, IPE serves as a direct indicator 

of shifts within the government, with each revision of the IPE textbooks reflecting the 

prevailing political climate both domestically and internationally. The political ambitions of 

the current leadership have a tangible impact on Chinese higher education (Economy, 2018; 

Tsang & Men, 2016). As such, university authorities across China focus on the teaching, 

implementation, and assessment of IPE in order to fulfill the official political agenda. 

The increase in training sessions for IPE teachers and relevant staff further reflects the Chinese 

government’s intention to exert management over these “special” educators for ideological 

purposes within higher education, particularly through more politically oriented training 

sessions scheduled by the Party. However, there are several concerning issues facing these 

teachers. Firstly, IPE teachers face greater demands from the government than in the past, as 

they carefully consider action plans for their teaching practices. Secondly, despite the 

numerous programmes designed for IPE teachers, there is a troubling lack of academic 

training in pedagogy, particularly in how to effectively introduce official decisions in the 

teaching practice. This gap poses challenges for teachers who may seek to acquire pedagogical 

knowledge to improve classroom implementation. Thirdly, as a form of education with a 

distinct ideological and political function, IPE may navigate the balance between its political 

objectives and its pedagogical role. While the government emphasizes the coexistence of both 

functions, there is a clear expectation that its political objectives should take precedence. In the 

context of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the educational sphere, IPE is understood 

as a fusion of citizenship education with a significant ideological purpose, centrally directed 

by the government. 
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Concurrently, the government has undertaken a series of measures to ensure that higher 

education remains under the leadership of the Party, preventing the emergence of divergent 

ideas and practices beyond those regulated by the Party. Consequently, the government 

strongly emphasizes and promotes the practice of political indoctrination within IPE. To meet 

the official demands, political indoctrination serves as a direct pathway to quickly fulfill these 

requests, relying on a coercive approach and the enforced acceptance of specific knowledge 

(Merry, 2005). In response, educational authorities support the expansion of political 

indoctrination within IPE, characterized by uniform political thought, intensive supervision, 

and guidance. At the same time, the CPC leadership does not explicitly limit the inclusion of 

neutral political socialization within IPE. Political indoctrination is promoted as the most 

expedient way to align with the official expectations. Moreover, the implementation of 

political socialization requires extensive training and ongoing support (Lacey, 2011), and is 

unlikely to yield immediate results in fulfilling government objectives. Despite this, there 

remain some opportunities for IPE teachers to incorporate innovative and critical perspectives 

into their teaching practices. However, the departmental and university leadership hold the 

ultimate authority to influence these practices. As domestic and international stability 

increases, IPE teachers may gain more autonomy to innovate in their teaching methods. 

Overall, these constraints pose significant barriers to teachers as they attempt to integrate 

political socialization into their teaching designs. 

Through these targeted actions, the government seeks to reinforce its management over higher 

education under the Party’s leadership. To achieve this aim, a series of new slogans has been 

promoted as essential for educational discourse (Gow, 2017). Consequently, the updates to 

textbooks help further establish the notion that Xi’s Thought, including the Chinese Dream, 

represents the “correct” ideological framework for the people to embrace. Beyond the textbook 

revisions, official actions continue to foster a culturally hegemonic consensus in China, 

solidifying the dominance of Xi’s Thought, including the Chinese Dream, across the 

educational system. Ultimately, a new “common sense” is created and institutionalized within 

education by the political apparatus (Gramsci, 1931/1971), which, in this case, is rooted in Xi’s 

Thought and the Chinese Dream. These systemic efforts also send a clear message to IPE 

teachers, instructing them to prioritize Xi’s Thought and the Chinese Dream in their teaching. 

In fact, the socialist principles in China—specifically Socialism with Chinese Characteristics—

differ from both traditional Marxism and Western Marxism. By incorporating traditional 

Chinese values, such as Confucianism, and focusing on the nation-state, the Chinese 

leadership consistently aims to establish a unique model of governance. This should not be 

viewed merely as Marxism in practice within China. Furthermore, IPE is tasked with 

promoting these ideas within higher education, encouraging students to align with the 

Chinese Dream and other core national narratives. For students intending to study abroad, 

these values are likely to influence their academic and social experiences in foreign institutions. 

Specifically, nurturing a strong sense of national identity is considered a crucial means for 

university students to understand and support government decisions within the context of the 

Chinese nation (Yang, 2022). 

This paper has outlined the Chinese government’s efforts to define the purpose and function 

of Ideological and Political Education (IPE) in relation to the Rejuvenation of the Chinese 

Nation. IPE has received unusually high levels of attention from the government, which has 
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introduced preferential policies and appointed members to the editorial boards overseeing 

IPE textbooks. The announcement and implementation of the extensive Ideological and 

Political Theory Teaching (IPTT) and the Marxist Theory Research and Development Project 

highlight the government’s intent to shape the direction of all courses in higher education, 

steering them toward Marxist theory under the leadership of the CPC, distinguishing it from 

both traditional and Western Marxism. Moreover, various documents outlining ideological 

agendas are fostering an atmosphere of demand, urging education practitioners to remain 

vigilant against “Western hostile forces” and associated concepts, while reinforcing the 

Chinese Dream as the only correct and foundational value for educational practice. In sum, 

the politicalisation of higher education through initiatives such as IPE reflects the 

government’s view that education should bear the responsibility of cultivating students’ 

understanding of the Chinese Dream. In this way, students are expected to actively engage in 

and contribute to the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation, further reinforcing the concept of 

the nation-state. This practice calls for further empirical studies on teaching practices, student 

understandings, and teaching assessments to explore their effectiveness and impact. 
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